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AND POF-USA'S FRANK
DESOMMA SAID, “LET THERE
BE A LIGHTWEIGHT .308/"
AND HERE IT IS




THE AR-15 IS A GREAT
platform. It's light and mobile
and can be fired quickly and
accurately. It just doesn’t have
much of a punch. But what if you could
take the best attributes of the AR-15
and chamber it in .3087 Wouldn't that
be revolutionary?”
| was sitting in Frank DeSomma’s
Phoenix, Arizona, office. The president
and founder of Patriot Ordnance Facto-
ry, or POF-USA, DeSomma had invited
me to see his new rifle—the Revolution,
a lightweight AR in .308 Winchester.
“Everyone talks about new calibers
that shoot almost like the .308," De-
Somma said. “The 6.8 SPC and 300
Blackout shoot kind of like a .308, and
they fit in the AR-15 envelope. But they
really don’t perform like the .308, so |
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decided to build an AR that does shoot
the .308. | figured out a way to put 10
pounds of crap in a 5-pound bucket.”

Innovation comes naturally to De-
Somma, who spent most of his adult
life in the aerospace industry. Nearly
every part he designed and manufac-
tured was made from a lightweight alloy
with some kind of coating to reduce
friction, dissipate heat and prevent
corrosion. In the firearms industry, inno-
vation is stymied by tradition and herds
of me-too engineers who do things
the way they have always been done.
DeSomma was unhindered by these
constraints, however, and applied his
extensive knowledge to create new
paths, leaving others in his dust.

The beginnings were inauspicious.
“I went shooting with some friends,"



DeSomma said. “I had a FAL, and they
had ARs, and | saw how much time
they spent maintaining them. In two
days, | had designed a piston system
for the AR, and in two weeks | had
machined the parts, and in six weeks |
had a working prototype.”

POF-USA was born. In 2004, De-
Somma started building and shipping
complete weapons.

THE REVOLUTION BEGINS
“The Revolution is not a small-frame
.308," DeSomma said, pointing to a
collection of parts on his office table.
“It's smaller. The distance between the
rear takedown pinhole and the front
hinge pin is exactly the same as on a
5.56mm rifle."

To demonstrate, DeSomma picked
up a 5.56mm upper receiver and
locked it onto a Revolution lower.

The Revolution uses many 5.56mm
parts, such as the buffer, handguard,
charging handle, bolt carrier, barrel nut
and POF-USA's gas piston operating
system. “It truly is an AR-15 that shoots
.308 rounds,” DeSomma said.

Weighing just more than 7 pounds,
the Revolution has all of the handling
characteristics of an AR-15. The only
giveaway of this rifle’s caliber is the
pregnant-looking magazine well.

“We use our same heat-sink barrel
nut that we use on the 5.56mm on this
gun," DeSomma said. "We even use
the same 5.56mm barrel extension,
though the geometry is a little different.
But we found a way to stuff a fat .308
cartridge into the barrel extension with-
out changing its external dimensions.” It
even uses the same bolt carrier dimen-
sions, though the firing pin is longer
to make up for the difference between
5.56mm and .308 rounds.

Even the Revolution’s 14.5-inch
a5 e

M-LOK handguard is the same as used
on POF-USA's 5.56mm rifles. Made
from an extrusion, the part requires 28
minutes of CNC-machining time. It is an
extremely rigid platform with a tail piece
that attaches to the top of the receiver.
DeSomma's design incorporates steel
inserts in the top of the upper receiver
to attach the tail piece and eliminate any
chance of stripping threads.

Beyond fitting a .308 into an AR-15
chassis, the Revolution incorporates
several other innovations. DeSomma's
roller-cam pin design eliminates scoring
inside the upper receiver and takes
all of the stress out of the unlocking
sequence. It's a simple fix, which makes
a great deal of sense. So too does
the E? dual extraction system, which
cuts four shallow grooves into the
neck area of the chamber. When the
cartridge is fired, gas vents down these
grooves and pushes against the shell's
shoulder, breaking the seal. Designed
to enhance extraction, the E? system
reduces wear on the extractor and
increases its service life.

Sustained heat is a threat to any
weapon system, and DeSomma has
an answer for that, too. His heat-sink
barrel nut is made from aluminum and
features radiating fins. It has more than
three times as much surface area as
the mil-spec barrel nut, and DeSomma
claims it is 18 times more effective at
dissipating heat.

A standard buffer is used on the
Revolution. The receiver extension,
or buffer tube, is actually an interme-
diate design between POF-USA's
seven-position .308 tube and six-
position 5.56mm tube. The part fea-
tures POF-USA's anti-tilt Carrier Cra-
dle extensions, which ensure the bolt
carrier is always supported even when
it is in its battery position. lts outer
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diameter is the same as the 5.56mm's,

so it is compatible with most mil-spec
furniture. A Mission First Tactical (MFT)
buttstock and pistol grip are used on
the Revolution.

Finally, we come to the Revolution’s
billet-crafted Gen4 lower receiver,
which features fully ambidextrous
controls, including the bolt release,
safety selector and magazine release. It
also has an oversized, integral trigger-
guard and receiver tensioning screws
to eliminate play between the upper
and lower receivers. The lower is also
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fitted with POF-USA's excellent drop-in
single-stage trigger. Machined from
tough A2 steel, the parts are nitride
heat-treated to ensure hardness, cor-
rosion resistance and a consistent pull.
With a pull weight of 4.5 pounds, the
trigger is almost perfect for just about
any mission, whether it's competition,
hunting or home defense.

FIGHTING THE WIND

The only downside I've found to living
in Tucson, Arizona, is the wind. My first
outing with the Revolution was miser-

The Revolution
uses the same
extruded
aluminum
handguard
(above left)

as POF-USA's
5.56mms. Even
the nickel-
coated bolt
carrier group
(above right) is
similar in size
to a 5.56mm
unit (left).

able. Winds gusted to 15 to 20 mph,
and my target rocked back and forth in
my target stand. There were a couple of
times when the target was blown over
and another time when the wind ripped
the staples from the upright and blew
my target into Mexico. So it wasn't the
best day to test a gun's accuracy.

Despite that, | shot several groups
that were OK—between 1.5 and 2
inches at 100 yards. After firing about
50 rounds, | concluded that all | was
doing was wasting some quality am-
munition. | packed my gear and headed
home, and spent some time on the
computer checking the weather. | found
that the next day, winds were predicted
to be from 5 to 7 mph in the morning.
After that, they'd pick up again.

At 7 a.m. the next day, | was at my
secluded shooting location southeast
of Tucson, and winds were already at
about 8 mph. | set up my DOA Tactical
shooting bench and Caldwell rifle rest
as well as my target stand, shimming
the wooden uprights so it couldn’t
rock. | loaded the Revolution and sat
it in the rifle rest and noticed that the
magazine made contact with my bench
top. Inconsistent contact could have an
adverse effect on the point of impact
and destroy groups. | adjusted the rifle
rest to make sure there would be no
incidental contact.

With a Trijicon 5-20x50mm Accu-
Point mounted on the Revolution, |
fired my first group with Hornady's
155-grain American Gunner BTHP
ammunition. One of the great things
about the Revolution is its recoil—it's
so mild that you can watch your bullet
strikes. Normally, | use a PAST Recoil
Shield to protect my arthritic shoulder
when shooting .308s, but honestly,
the Revolution's recoil didn't seem any
different than that of a 5.56mm. My first
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GROUNDBREAKER

group for record measured just 0.75
inches, and | watched every round hit
the 2-inch Shoot-N-C target.

The winds started to pick up not
long afterward, and | tried to time my
shots between gusts. Before long, |
had fired sub-MOA groups with four
of the five loads I'd brought. The last
ammunition | shot for record was
Federal's 175-grain Gold Medal
Match ammo. My first two shots were
touching, and | concentrated hard on
the AccuPoint's aiming dot, doing my
best to center it on the center of the
Shoot-N-C target as | added pressure
to the trigger. By the time [ finished, the
Revolution had placed five shots into a
group that measured just 0.48 inches.

| removed the Trijicon 5-20x50mm
AccuPoint and replaced it with a
smaller 1-4x24mm AccuPoint. After a
quick sighting group, | set up my MGM
BC-C Zone steel target at 20 yards.
With 10 rounds of 155-grain Hornady
ammo in the magazine, | rocked the
target with every round in less than two
seconds. My splits, or time between
shots, averaged just 0.2 seconds. |
never lost the Trijicon scope's glowing
aiming point from start to finish and
fired as fast as | could pull the trigger.
POF-USA's three-port compensator,
with its 15-degree port angles, was
extremely effective in keeping the Rev-
olution on target.

Empties were ejected at 3 o' clock
about 7 feet away. The Revolution uses
POF-USA's five-position-adjustable
gas system, which is comprised of just
three parts: the gas plug, piston and
operating rod. It is a simple and robust
system that is easily adjusted to suit
any load or suppressor you might use.
During the several hundred rounds of
testing, there were no failures.

To put things in perspective, the
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POF-USA REVOLUTION

SPECIFICATIONS:

CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO

BARREL: 16.5 inches

OA LENGTH: 34-37 inches

WEIGHT: 7.3 pounds (empty)

stock: MFT Battlelink Minimalist

sIGHTS: None

AcTION: Piston-operated semi-auto
FINISH: Matte black
CAPACITY: 20+1

msrp: $2,669

PERFORMANCE:

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY
Black Hills 155 TMK 2,688 0.79
Black Hills 168 Match BTHP 2,620 0.95

Federal 175 Gold Medal Match BTHP 2,325 0.48

Hornady 155 American Gunner BTHP 2,707 0.75

Hornady 168 Match BTHP

2,318 0.81

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in fps by chronograph and
accuracy in inches for best five-shot groups at 100 yards.

Revolution provides the accuracy of a
heavy-barreled bolt gun in a lightweight
and easy-to-handle package without
the sharp recoil. lts precision and ease
of maintenance are remarkable, and |
don't know why anyone would buy a
heavier, harder-kicking and less-
accurate .308 when the POF-USA

Revolution is the perfect solution to just
about any tactical, competition, hunting
or home-defense need. For more infor-
mation, visit pof-usa.com. ®

Editor’s Note: To see exclusive live-fire
footage of the Revolution in action,
check out tactical-life.com.
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SPEAKING FRANKLY
WITH FRANK DESOMMA

What is your biggest pet
peeve about the firearms
industry?

So much of it is “me too.” There's
less innovation. When you're
regulated so much, there's just
no drive to innovate and create
better widgets. Our industry is

in a constant state of trying to
survive new regulations, and it

is holding back the industry as a
whole from creating new prod-
ucts. It has stagnated the market
because the consumer who fears
losing constitutional rights will
buy whatever is available. Free-
dom breeds innovation. | truly

believe that.

Who are your favorite top
three politicians?
Someone who is not a profes-

sional politician, and his name is

Trump. | like him because he says
what he is going to do and then
he actually does it. He follows
through with actions. He's a lead-
er, and he acts on what he says
he's going to do. He's a 70-year-
old man who could coast the rest
of his life and never have to worry
about anything and doesn't need
the BS he's putting up with to
be a statesman. He cares about
making his country a better place.
| also like Trent Franks here in
Arizona. He's an honorable man
and consistent. His voice, his
message and his stances have
always been consistently solid.
| love Trey Gowdy—I'd love to
see him as the attorney general
or head of the FBI. People who
stand for something and their
actions show it—those are the

people | stand with. Always.

Because actions always speak

louder than words.

Outside of a POF-USA rifle,
what are your top picks for a
shotgun, handgun and rifle?
For shotguns, | like Benellis.
Their semi-autos work. But |
also like the Ruger Red Label
over/under. It is really well
engineered. For handguns, it
would be the very first handgun
| bought—a S&W 629 in .44
Magnum. When | came of age,
| bought it at Smitty's grocery
store here in Arizona. | still own
it. In fact, | have the box and
wood grips because | put the
rubber Pachmayrs on the gun
while | was standing at the
counter. | also enjoy Colt Py-
thons. The blued ones are works
of art! Literally!

| like Nemesis bolt guns.
They are uniquely different with
really cool machining. As for a
semi-auto, there is really nothing
out there | would want to own
other than my own Revolution.
It's the cat’s meow!

What's a typical day at

work like for you?

Number one, | have to deal with
customer issues. Dealing with
taxes consumes way too much
of my time and sucks the life
blood out of me. The same goes
for government regulatory stuff.
The fun stuff for me is dealing
with engineering and then going
out on the floor and refining
ways to produce parts more
efficiently. It's exciting to take

a concept and watch it come

to life. Every single failure is a

learning experience. Failure is
the single most important factor

in achieving success.

If you had a twitter account
what would your handle be?
Who would reign you in?
It'd be the same as the license
plate on my truck: “Will U." As
in, will you keep fighting for
freedom, defending the home-
land, etc. And my wife would
probably reign me in. She keeps
me in check but challenges me,
lets me be creative, believes in
me at times more than | believe
in myself. My wife is the reason
POF-USA exists today. | knew |
could create products but was
unsure of myself, afraid | would
harm my family if | failed. But
she believed in me and encour-

aged me to move forward.

Tell us about your new factory.
It's a scary moment and an
extremely proud moment. The
market is heading downward
and we're building a factory
that's over three times the size of
our current leased space. We'll
have a little pro shop area, nice
offices and a couple conference
rooms—27,000 square feet in
all. We've outgrown the space
where we are, and it's pushing
us to take the next step. Patriot
Ordnance Factory started out

of a garage with a $25,000
investment and is now a player in
the firearms industry. It's amazing
the freedoms this country offers
to fail and to succeed. We exist
because we create and innovate.
We've managed to get a little

taste of the American dream. ®
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